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# LTBOUGH. more e a nnd hath 


authors of our own profeſſion. Some of theſe are 
more diffuſe than every reader hath leiſure or inclina- 


tion to peruſe; others, more coinpendious, do not 
extend to all the particulars which we ourſelves wiſn 
to be known, or with which inquirers may deſire to 


| be acquainted: It is therefore judged expedient to 
| preſent to ſuch as are diſpoſed to be rightly informed 


reſpecting us, a, ſummary. account of our origin 
and hiſtory, of our doctrines, and of our diſcipline; 


which may give the reader a true, though general 


repreſentation z and then, as leiſure or inclination may 
allow or induce him, he may render his knowledge of 


us, and of our principles, morE particular, by having 


recourſe to ſome of the publications already hinted-et. ' 
To ſuch a purpoſe, among others, the works of 
George Fox, William Sewell, William Penn, and 
Robert Barclay, are well adapted: and to thoſe who » 


may be thus induced to inquire into our principles, 


we "on alſo recommend the example of the 
| e A2 Bereans; 


EY 


£ A. elapſed ſince we became 2 diſtinct religious 
ſociety; yet, from ſeveral cauſes, our principles at 
this day are frequently either not underſtood, or 
miſrepreſented. Many books, explanatory of our 
tenets and practices, have indeed been publiſhed by 


(r) 
| Bereans; who piu the Holy Seriptures to find | 
if « thoſe things were ſo.. «c 
It may, however, be :remarked, that the Goſpel, 
which we believe to be the higheſt as well as the laſt 
diſpenſation of God to man, can never be ſo well 
underſtood, as when at is conſidered as having the 
boundleſs love of the great Creator for its cauſe, 
and the nee, ke whole human race for its end 
and aim. 1 e 
It ſeems to 8 ai ie wave 
AR reremonials of religion, {concerning -which- there 
hath been enough of contention and animaſity) for 
the ſuke of its eſſence. In proportion as inen are 
gathered to the one thing needful, the government of 
"Chriſt's Spirit in the heart, they loſe the inclination 
for contention, and are in the true way: to unity: 
then can chey breathe forth the primitive and per- 
manent goſpel- language, Glory to God in the 
e higheſt, * N e agg toward 
r „„ K 
\ 5 . 5 ; KC Aas l. Its cr TR © 
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* E beg 8 of > i ſeventeemk century is 

known to have been a time of great diſſenſion | 
in - Facial 7 eſpecting religion. Many pious perſons 
had been diſſatisfied with the ſetddement of the Church 


of England in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Va- 


rious ſocieties of Diſſenters had accordingly ariſen ; 8 


ſome of whom evinced their ſincerity by grievous 


ſufferings under the intolerance of thoſe who governed 
ehurch-· affairs. But theſe ſocieties, notwithſtanding, 


their honeſt zeal, ſeemed to have ſtopped ſhort in thejr 
progreſs towards a complete reformation ;+ and, dege - 
nerating into formality, to have left their moſt 
_ enlightened members ſtill to lament the want of 
ſomething more inſtructive, and conſolatory to the 
ſoul, - than the moſt rigorous obſervance of their 


2 1 OR Ed, 1722. + Penn, vol. 5. N21 12. Ed. 2000 
. 1 3. onadinances 


LA. $5.3 
8 2 nances bad ever r produced. Thus liffaisfied and 
_ wdiſconſolate, they were ready to follow any teacher, 
who ſeemed able to direct them to that light and 
peace of which they felt the need. Many ſuch in 
ſucceſſion engaged their attention 3 until finding the 
Inſufficiency of them al}, they withdrew from the 
communion of every viſible church, and dwelt retired, 
and attentive to the inward ſtate of their own minds: 
often deeply diſtreſſed for the want of that true know- 
ledge of God, which they ſaw to be neceſſary for 
_ falvation, and for which, according to their ability, 
'  -. they fervently prayed. Theſe fincere breathings of 
ſpirit being anſwered by the extenſion of ſome degree 
cf heavenly conſolation, they became convinced, that 


as the heart of man is the ſcene of the tempter' E 


attacks, it muſt alſo be that of the Redeemer's victory. 
With renewed fervency, therefore, they ſought his 
| appearance in their minds ; and thus being renewedly 


furniſhed with his ſaving light and help, they not only 


became inſtructed in the things pertaining to their 
own ſalvation but they diſcovered many practices i in 
the world, which have a ſhew of religion, to be ne- 
vertheleſs the effect of the unſubjected will of man, 
and inconſiſtent with the rn ſimplicity of the 5 
Truth. . 5 5 
"Theſe people were at firſ hidden from each. other, 
and each probably conceived his own heart to be the 
ſingle repoſitory of a diſcovery ſo i important; but it did 
„ ot conſiſt Rs divine ET Wor the candle thus 
x55 5 3 g 


« 3 Y „ 

Nighted ſhould always remain under the bed, or he 
buſhel. (a.) Our honourable elder George Fox, who 
had ſignally experienced the afflicting diſpenſations 


we have deſcribed,” and had alſo been quickened by 


the immediate touches of divine love, could not fa- 


tisſy his apprehenſions of duty to God, without 
bearing public teſtimony againſt the common modes 


of worſhip, and directing the people where to find 


the like conſolation and inſtruction.“ As he travelled 
in this ſervice, he met with divers of thoſe ſeeking: 
perſons who had beemexerciſed in a ſimilar manner; 


theſe readily received his teſtimony; - ſeveral of them 


alſo became preachers of the ſame doctrine 3+. mul 


: titudes were convinced of the reality of this inward? 


mangel dun (+) and many meetings were ſettled. 


Thoſe who attempt to detach the peopie from the ; 


4 es of men, muſt expect for their enemies thoſe 


men who make a gain of teaching. Such was the 


lot of our firſt friends: and laws, made either in the 
times of popery, or ſince the reformation againſt » 
non- conformiſts, ſerved as the means of gratifying 


the jealouſy of the prieſts, and the intolerance of the 


magiſtrates. | Indeed, at the time they firſt attract 


ed publick notice, legal pr-tences were not always 
thought neceſſary to juſtify. tne abuſe which they 


? 


ſuffered, / It was during the time of the t. common 
wealth, when oppoſition to a national ming who 


0 Mark i iv. 21. e Fox“ „ Jocrack; p. 14, 15-21% Edit. vals: | 
EE 1 Ibid. 16. 0) 1 Cor. xii. 7. þ Fox, 26. | 
© 


1 pI. were 


6 4 7 
were ſuppoſed to be peculiarly reformed,. was FRY 
an offence of no ſmall import. Much perſonal 
abuſe was accordingly beſtowed ; impriſonment was 
common, and corporal puniſhment frequent.  Impri- 
ſonment was often rendered more ſevere and diſguſting 
by the cruelty of particular magiſtrates, and from the 
numbers that were confined: together; and ſtripes, 
under pretence of vagrancy, were inflicted without 
regard to ſex, and on perſons of unimpeached charac- 
ter, and of good circumſtances in the world. + 
Sceorge For was one of the firſt of gur Friends 
who was impriſoned. He was confined at at Notting- 
ham in the year 1649, for having publickly oppoſed a 
_ preacher, who had afferted that the more fure word o 
prophecy, mentioned 2 Pet. i. 19, was the Scripture ;. 
George Fox declaring that it was the Holy Spirit: 
and in the following year, being brought before two: 
juſtices in Derbyſhire, one of them, ſcoſſing at G. 


Fox, for having bidden him, and theſe about him, 


tremble at the word of the Lord, gave to eur AY 
ceffors the name of Quaters g; & in appellation Which 
ſoom became arid hath remained our moſt uſual dew 
nomination; but they themſelves adopted, and have 
| tranſmitted to us, the endearing appellation of Friends. 
Alchoughi Oliver Cromwell did not employ his 
e to put a ſtop to petſecution, 1 ie We nor 


- Bete 8 erde of the People called Quakers, 5 6. . 29. and. 
paſſich. f Befſe, Suff. Pref. a Paſtas,” T FRE 4. Ul Ibid. 25. 
8 = pg 35 Se f 


appear 


6 


een that he way inclined;to-gromote. It, He gave ; | 


ſeveral of our friends acceſs to him; and once in 
particular when George Fox had been brought to him 


as a priſoner,* he releaſed him after a conſiderable 


time ſpent in conference: on which oceaſion he con- 

feſſed that our friends were © a pecple riſen up that he 

could not win, either with gilt, une, offices, 
6 or places. * 8 | 


Perſecution Ca he z. II aan Charles a 


II. on the proſpect of his reſtoration, iſſued from: 


Breda, amongſt other things, his declaration for 


liberty of conſcience, it might well have been ex- 


_ peted that Friends would be permitted to exerciſe 
their religion without moleſtation. Vet during this 
reign they not only were haraſſed with the oath of 


allegiance, which, in common with: all oaths, they: 
ſcrupled to take, and by which they oſten incurred 


tte dious impriſonment, and not unfrequently premu- 
nire z but new laws were made, by which even: 


their ne fbr e ee them to Puniſh» 
ment. 7] 
The king, as a e of the n ee 
in the enacting of theſe laws ; nevertheleſs he did 
not ſeem in all caſes to countenance ſeverity; for in 
an inſtance wherein he acted independently of the 
Farliament, he was the means of affording relief in the 
moſt ſanguinary perſecution which our Friends ever 


* Sewell, g8. + Ibid. gs | 16th Car, 1L, Cap. 4. 
© 22ndCar, II. Cap. 1. Alſo 13 and 14th Car. II, Cap. 1, 


A.5. 5 experienced. 


ff 


1 0 * NVA 
experienced. This was in New-England, where it 
was made penal for a friend even to reſide. 

Tue firſt friends* who arrived at Boſton were 
women. © Theſe were impriſoned; and otherwiſe 
cruelly Werd The date of this tranſaction i is 1656. 
Thie following year the ſcourge was employed, and a 
woman + is alſo recorded to have been the firſt who 
ſuffered ſtripes. She was the wife of a tradeſman i in. 
London, and had made = voyage to Boſton to warn 
the people againſt perſecution. Great numbers un- 
derwent this puniſhment 3 but ſtripes proving infuffi- 
cient to deter our Friends from the-exerciſe of their 
religious duty, in going to ſuch places, and perform · ; 
ing ſuch fervices, as they believed' to be required by 
the divine willy it was next attempted to diſcourage 
them by a law + for cutting off their ears. This was 
executed in vain; and accordingly the intolerance of 
the perſons in power produced another, which ſubs. 
3 jected Friends to baniſhment on pain of death. Their 
| conſtancy j however was not thus to be ſhaken, and 
- four ere nog whom * was a ee were 

| hanged at B 
In this extremity, Sane Sthativek, $ a friend who 
i en baniſhed under the laſt mentioned law, came 
to England; and application being made to the king 

by Edward Burrough, who was admitted to a perſonal 
| audience, Charles granted his mandamus. {dated 9th | 


Seren, 260. + Did. 270. 2 54.7% 198. t 299. 226 % 
EY 23 276. s Ibid. 883 A 


September, = 


141" 
nn 76675) to ſtop the en i in'News 
England, and appointed Samuel nen N 


to carry it to Boſtoꝛtnn 
Nor were the good offices of. - Charles n. confined 2 


do our Friends of New England. Notwithſtanding 


| the continuance of perſecution in England, the king 
; generally appeared inclinable to grant relief, and fre- 
quently received the perſonal application of our friend 
George Whitehead “ and others, on: behalf of their 
ſuffering brethren. In 1672, he releaſed, under the 
great ſeal, ſuch Friends as were impriſoned on account 
of the oath of allegiance, to the number of about four 
| hundred, and the Society had ſome reſpite from perſe- 

cution; but not being protected by law, perſecutors 
and informers ſoon recommenced their oppreſſion, and 
at the king's deceaſe, about nn were in 
5 rer or priſoners. T 
Although the practice of infliding 1 . 
a on Friends, ſeems in England to have fallen 
2 . 0 the reſtoration; yet the reign of Charles 

nſidered as the time of the greateſt 
be to our ſociety.. The impriſonments were 
long, often terminating only with the life of the pri- 
ſoner. In this reign alſo, the crouds. fhut up together 
increaſed, in many places, the common ſufferings of 
confinement 3 which, in ſome, were alſo augmented by 
the violent tempers of magiſtrates, or by the r I 
** 6. Whitchead's Life paſſim. + id. p- 253. 
. 1 1 5 Sewell * 1684. VVV 


— 


eo) 


teten The 5 nes impoſed by nn were 
exated with a rigour that generally oppreſſed the 
ſufferer, and ſometimes nearly leſt him deſtitute of N 
| houſhold goods; and feveral families experienced the 
ſeparation of the near cohnexions of life, by the 
_ execution of that _— RY Ae our args to 
baniſhment. 5 

It is nnn bo- wn 8 * 


ſuppoſeu) the religion to which he was atturhed, 
ſuſpendett the operation of the penaf laws againſt 


diſſenters. Our Friends had their ſhare in the 
benefit ariſing from this meaſure; but it was not 
until the reign of king William, that -they obtained 
me degree of legal protection. Beſides their diſuſe 
of the wätional fois of worſhip; their refuling- to 
ſwear and to pay tithes had been among the _ : 
cipal cauſes of their ſufferings. In the reign ef 
William and Mary, an act was made; T whieh, with. 
Aa ſew exceptions, allowed te theit afitmation the 
egal force of an oath, and provided n Jeſs oppreſi v 
mode of recovering tithes, under u certain — 
Theſe proviſions were made perpetual in the reign of 
George I. T and thus Friends, who alſo, in common 
wick other diffenters; received the advantage of the 
20d of toleration, me been m e, 88 wee 20+ 
ie ved from perſec 

At the fate ne mb 
rienced the viciflitudes which have been thus brieff y 


* 16 Car. II. cap. 4. I 6th and Std Willem III. Cap. 34. 
-taft cen I, Cap. 6. 


mentioned, 


| (SY | 
mentioned, fimilar-cireumfiances beſel our Frionds in 
Feland. In that nation alſo, they (propagated their 
principles, ſættlod mertings, Abe e _ 
were at length relie ved by law. (a 
The means of perſecution, though now e 
: ether by our countrymen, are not wholly re- 
5 ref for neun parks bent ee 
Gs Was. PAY ERIN theater nit 200 
ployediſo tettious-and io ſevere as :imBaplanit..f6) 1 
At has already been mentioned, that our rende 
above a century age; had made their appearance in 
a New-England, from whence all the violence of their 
 perſecufors had not been able to expel them. They 
were alſo early to be found in other colonies, in 
divers of which they underwent perſecution ; but en 
the acquiſition of Pennſylvania by William Penn, 


{a) Thoſe who are defirons- of particular information reſpecting 
Friends in Ireland, may conſult Edmundfon's Journal, and Rutty's 
Hiſtory of the Riſe and Progreſsof the People called Quakers. 

6 It is worthy of remark, that in the province of Mafiachuſets, 


ia which the moſt ſanguinary laws had been made and put inte exc- 


cution againſt Friends, the firſt law was made exermpring them from 
contributing to the ſupport of the publick miniſtry : an act of Aﬀem- 
bly having paſſed for that purpoſe in 7 ry Belcher being | 
governor. „5 


— 
4 o . 
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't w ) 
Winciy! fins: were induced to remove into that new 
province; which ſoon became, and ſtill remains to be, i 
che largeſt ſettlement of Friends in America. They 
are ſettled however in moſt of the other ſtates and 
provinces of North America; and although they have 
enjoyed a great ſhare of tranquillity, yet during the 
<ommotions which terminated in the ſeparation of the 
United States from the dominion of Great Britain, 
Friends were involved in great trouble, by refuſing to 
| Join in the military ſervices which were required of 

' them; and many were reduced, from circumſtances 
of eaſe, if not of affluence, to ee of want, by 
the exceſſive ſeizures which were made of their pro- 
perty to recover the fines impoſed for *heir OT | 
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CHAPTER 


CHAPTER * 


FE agree with 1 profeſiors of the Chriſtians | 
f name, in the belief in one eternal God, the 
: Ce and Preſerver of the univerſe; and in Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son, the Meſfiah, and Mediator of the 
e Covenant. (a) : | 
When we ſpeak of the gracious diſplay of the lone 
* God to mankind, in the miraculous conception, 
birth, life, miracles, death, reſurrection, and aſcen- 
ſion of our Saviour, we prefer the uſe of ſuch terms; 
as we find in Scripture ; and, contented with tak. 


. 


kn. wledge which divine wiſdom. 
reveal, we attempt not to 3 thoſe n : 
which remain under the veil; nevertheleſs we ac- 
knowledge and aſſert the Divinity of Chriſt, who is 
the Wiſdom. and Power of God. unto: ſalygtion. Eb): 4 - 
_ ._To Chriſt alone we give the title of the Word of 
God, (c) and not to the Scriptures ; although we 
highly eſteem theſe ſacred writings, in ſubordination. 
to the Spirit (d) from which they were given forth; 5 
2 we hold, with the apoſtle Paul, that they are able 
to make wiſe unto fal vation, mene falgh 1 which | is " 
Chriſt Jeſus. Gu e 14 $65 #7; 


(4) Heb. Xii. 24. 600 I Cor. i 1. * | wy ) John 3 i. 1. 
„„ 14% 2 Pet. i. 2% fe Tim. n 
N B . „ 


* 


( 1a ) 
We reverence thoſe meſt excellent precepts which 


are recorded, in Scripture to have been delivered by 
dur great Lord, and we firmly believe that they are 


practicable, and binding on every Chriſtian; and that 


in the life to come every man will be rewarded ac- 
cording to his works. () And further it is our belief, 
that, in order to enable mankind to put i in practice 
theſe ſacred precepts, many of which are contradic- 
tory to the unregenerate will of man, (g) every man 
Univerſal coming into the world is endued with 
& Saving a meaſure of the Light, Grace, or 
good Spirit of Chriſt ; by which, as 
Light. it is attended to, he is enabled tal 
diſtinguiſh. good from evil, and to correct the di ſor- 
derly paſſions and corrupt propenſitirs of his: nature, 
wbieh mere reaſon is altogether inſufficient to oyer= 
come. For all that belongs to man is fallible, and: 
within the reach of temptation ; but this Divine 
Grace, which comes by Him who hath avercame.the. . 


world, (i) is, to: thoſe who humbly and ſincerely ek : LL, 


it, an-al}-fufficient - and: preſent help in time :6P n&d. 
Dy this, the ſnares of the enemy are detected, his 
anllufements avoided; and deliverance is experienced 
mmrough faith in its efeftual operation; whereby tho 
foul is tranſlated out of the kingdom of darkneſs, and? 
fron winder the power of Satan, into the EA | 


light and e of the Son of God. on wi 


3 


4: 13 8 1 1% 85 
= W77 Matt. xvi, 274. 601 _— + . tha. xvi, 33. . 


5 CE, Es rk > Being 


ee eee, ee DOI 45 eee 


the vill of man. eds 


6g 5 


- Hikes thus perſuaded: that man, with- * fy” my 
out the Spirit of Chriſt inwardly. re- Mrorfoiph, 
vealed, can do nothing to the glory of God, or to; 


effect his own ſalvation ;- we think this influence 
eſpecially neceſſary to the performance of the higheſt” 
act of which the human mind is capable, even the 
worſhip of the Father of lights and of ſpirits, in ſpirit : 
and in truth; therefore we conſider as obſtructions 
to pure worſhip, all forms which divert the atten- | 
tion of the mind from the ſecret influence. of this 
unction from the Holy One. (4) Vet, although true 
worſhip is not confined to time and place, we think it. 
incumbent on Chriſtians to meet often together, (.] 
teſtimony of their dependence on the heavenly F ather, 
and for a. renewal of their ſpiritual ſtrength; never- 
theleſs, in the performance of worſhip,. we dare not 


depend, for our acceptance with him, on a formal 


repetition of the words and experiences of others; 
but we believe it to be our duty to lay aſide the 
| activity of the i imagination, and to wait in ſilence to 

have a true fight of our condition beſtowed upon us: 
| believing even a ſingle ſigh, (m) ariſing from ſuch a 

ſenſe of our infirmities, and of the need we have of 
divine help, to be more acceptable to God, than any 


performances, however ſpecious, which originate in 


*- 


(9). 1 Jew TH 20, EY 770 Hed. x X. 5 00 Rom. vii, 26. 8 
; 


34. : ” F "Bro 


N * 
Sy 
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From what has been ſaid * 
vain: it follows that 'the miniſtry 
we approve muſt have its origin from the ſame ſource : 
tor that which is needful for a man's on direction, 
> and for his acceptance with God, (2) muſt be eminently 
| fo to enable him-1o be helpful to others. Accordingly 

we believe the renewed aſſiſtanee of the light and 
power of Chriſt, to be indiſpenſably neeoſſary ſor all 
true miniſtry; and that this holy influence is net at 
our cammand, er to be procured by ſtudy, but is me 
free gift of God to choſen and devoted ſervants.— 
. r 
hire, and in cantradition- to Chriſt's poſitive, com- 
mand, Freely ye have received, freely give ;“ () 
and hence eur conſcientious refuſal to ORE ſuch £ | 
ee by dicker or other means; n 

As we dare not encoura mi- 

Women's niſtry, but chat which mage oy PY 
| Pregehing. ſpring from the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, ſo neither dare we attempt to reſtrain this in- 
| Auence to perſons of any condition in life, or to the 

mals ſex alone; but, as male and female are one in 
Chriſt, we allow ſuch of the female ſox as we believe 

to be endyed with a right qualification for the minif- 

try, to exerciſe their gifts for the genoral edification 
of the church: and this liberty we eſteem to be a 
_ peculiar mark of the goſpel diſpenſation, as eto : 


40 * mi 300 to 32. 0 8 885 * 
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ance, but only by a real 


(E ) 


by: te prophet Jo, 00 and, ad wind by the. aps 
Peter. (4) 


There are two ceremonies in ak Baptifin © 
among moſt profeſſors of the Chriſ- and the” 


tian name; Water-Baptiſi, and mhac > 


is termed the Lord's Supper. The firſt 8 upper * 5 


af theſa is generally eſteemed. the aſſential means of 
initiation inta the church, of Chriſt; and the latter of 
ning communion with him. But as we have 
vinced, that nothing ſhort of his redeeming 
power, inwardly revealed, can ſet the foul free from 


the thraldom of fin; by this power alone we believe 
nature and operation ; that nothing ſhopt' af it can 


make us living members af his myſtical body; and 


chat the baptiſm with water, adminiſtered by his 


r John, belonged, as the latter Kaen e 


1 and deereaſing diſpenſation. () 


135 raſpect ta the ather rite, we believe that 

communion between Chriſt and his church is not 
maintained by that, nor nee other external perfarm- 
Participatian af his divine 


nature (:) through faith; that this ig the ſupper 
alluded ta in the Revelation, (u & Behold I ftang at 
* d e. . ne ay n 


Tort: ii. = 18 ö 60 Ag i i, 16, 17. 10 Iva. 
| 0 9 Eno oY 882 * 5 e * 


M 


t 


e and open the door, 1 will come in to himz and will 
0 ſup with him, and he with me ;” and that where. 
the ſubſtance is attained, it is unneceſſary to attend to 
the ſhadow ; which doth: not confer grace, and: con-- 
oerning which, opinions ſo an and N 
ſo violent, have rien, w ; 
Now. as we hue! 3 ts OR "i 
Univerſal | ce of God, which comes by Jeſus: 
Gre ace. 1 is alone ſufficient for ſalvation, 
n admit that it is conferred on a few: 
only, whilſt others are left without it; nor, thus 
aſſerting its univerſality, can we limit its operation to 
2 partial cleanſing of the ſoul from ſin, even in this 
life. We entertain worthier notions both of the 
power and goodneſs of our heavenly Father, and be- 
lieve that he doth vouchſafe to aſſiſt the obedient to 
experience a total ſurrender-of the natural will, to the 
guidance of his pure uttering Spirit; 
Perfection. through whoſe renewed afliſtance they 
are enabled to bring forth fruits unto m— and to 
and perfect i In their preſent rank. fs * Þ 55 | 
There are not many of our" tenets more 1 
known than our (nog againſt ann and againſt 


1 I 5 I ally by UL in's poſitive 
War... injunction, eee in his ſermon on 
the mount, <« Swear not at all.” (y) From the ſame ſa- 
ered collection of the moſt excellent precepts of moral 
ag religious duty, from the example of our Lord him- 
| Ut) Matt. v. 48. Eph. iv; 13. Col. iv. 12. Matt. v. 34 


FS -- 
3. 


8 ſelf; (2 2. and PEI rorapſpententemmifiiens of bis Z 
2 Spirit in our hearts, we are confirmed i in the belief that 
wars and fightings are, in their origin and effects, 
uttexly re pugnant to the Goſpel, which ſtill breathes 
peace and good willeto- men. We alſo are clearly of 
the, judgment, that if the benevolence of the Goſpel 
wers generally prevalent-in the minds of men, it would 
effectually prevent them from oppreſſing, much more 
ſtam enſlaving, the in brethren, (of whatever caloun or 
ocoumplaion) for whom, as for themſelves, Chriſt: 
die and would even infuence their conduct in their 
treatment of the brute oreation; which would no 
lenger groan, the ene eee, . 
| thei. Gale ideas: of ' pleaſures £5 N 

dam of oun tenets have . 2 
tiwes, as hath bon ſheyn, ſubjected. ogernment.. 
our Friends ta much ſuffering from Geuenswentz = 
though to the ſalutary purpoſes of goverment, our 
_ principles ate a ſecurity. They ineuleate ſubmiſſton 
to the laws in all caſes, wherein conſcience is not vio- 
lated- But we hold, that as Chriſ.'s kingdom is not 
of this world, it is not cha buſineſs of the civil ma- 
giſt rate to interfere in matters of religion; but to 
maintain the external peace and good order of the; 

community, We therefore think perſacution, even- 
is the ſmalleſt degree, unwarrantable. We are care- 
ful in requiring our members, not tobe concerned in 
illieit hade, gr in any manner * tas wann 


- 
7 


5 (%/ Matt 394 44:4 ke. ch. xxvie 524 53. Luke XXH. 51. Joha xvili. II, 
; "ir 


a YR 
I. is wen known that. the ſociety, from: its firſt 
Aarance, Fun duſt 4 thoſe names 


having been nen Mid of the heroes: or falſe 
gods! aft the heathen, originated” in their flattery! 
or ſuperſtition; and the cuſtom of ſpeaking to a 
ſingle perſon in the plural number, 2 as whe! wien 
alſo from motives of adult: tion. C 
 Huity: of apparel and furniture, nd rewe 
[i  Joicing and mourning, and obſervation: ef an 
[| © -— times, we eſteem to be incompatible with the ſimpli- 
ei and fincerity of a Chriſtian life ; and publiele 
diverſions, gaming, and other vain nee, of the- 
world, we cannot but ee a 


divert the ention of the mind fro Ae 

duties of life, and from the reproofs of ĩuſtructi 

= ich we are guided to an everlaſting inheritance. 
although we have exhibited the ſeve. . 

ral tenets which diſtinguiſh our religious ſociety, as 
objects of our belief; yet we are ſenſible that a true 

and living: faith is not produced in the mind of mam 

1 3 by bis on effort; but is the free gift of God (z) in 


Chriſt Jeſus, nouriſhed and increaſed by the progreſſive 
operation of his ſpirit in our hearts, and our propor- 

tionate obedience. (a) Therefore, although, for the 
preſervation of the teſtimonies given us to bear, and 
5 for ONT :and good or er of the ſociety." we Hanan. 


1 . lis 8. | £ 0 jon 1. 15. 7 1 K 


OT Oh. I 8 


It 4 that thoſe who are admitted i into 1 
| ſhip with us, ſhould be previouſly convinced of thoſe 


doctrines which we eſteem eſſential; yet we require 
no formal ſubſcription to any articles, either as a con- 
dition of memberſhip, or a qualification for the ſer- 
vice of the church. We prefer the judging of men 
_ by their fruits, and depending onthe aid of Him, who, 


by his prophet, hath promiſed to be © a ſpirit of judg- 


te ment to him that ſitteth in judgment. (5) Without 


this, there is a danger of receiving. numbers into 


outward communion, without any addition to 


£4 * © 5 


1 piritual ſheep-fold, whereof « our bleſſed Lord declared 5 


himſelf to be both the door and the ſhepherd: le ) 
that is, ſuch as know his voice, and follow him | in 
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I purpoſes which « our * diſepline a chiell 
| in view, are the relief of the poor. — the main- 
tenance of good order, — the ſupport of the teſtimonies 
which we believe it is our duty to bear to the world, — 
and the help and recovery of ſuch as are overtaken i in 
. | 
In the praktice of diſcipline, we think; it nden. 
ſable that the order recommended by Chriſt himſelf be 
' invariably obſerved: (a) © If thy brother ſhall treſpaſs 
< againſt thee, go and tell him his fault between thee 
cc and him alone: if he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt 
« gained thy brother ; but if he will not hear thee, 
« then take with thee one or two more, thag i in the 
0 mouth of two or three witneſſes, every word may 
© be eſtabliſhed ; and if he * W to hear them | 
. : 60 tell it unto the church.” 


— 


Omer a. 6 0 0. 


To effect the Chl ory of Meeting: * 
| Sikriphine, meetings were appointed, at "+ 
an early period of the ſociety, which, | 
from the times 6f their being held, Discipline. 


were called Quarterly- meetings. It was afterwards 


found expedient * to divide the diftrifts of thoſe, 
meetings, and to meet more frequently; from when 


aroſe Mombly · meetings, ſubordinate to thoſe held 
quarterly. At lengthy, in 16693 + a: Yearly-meeting 


was eftabliſhed; to ſuperintend, affiſt, and provide 


rules for, the whole: previouſly Wa: — 
meetings had been” occaſionally held. - - 
A Monthly- meeting is uſually com- 

poſed of ſeveral particular congrega- any | 
tions, | ſituated. within a convenient leetings 7 


for the ſubſiſtente of the poor, and 
for the education of their vffopring 5 to Per. 


judge of the ſincerity and firnels of perfors appeariog 

to be convinced of the religious prin- 

eiples of the ſociety, and deſiring to be re 
admitted into memberſhip f to eie ar, ö 


Sewell. 83. f For, 396. 
1 Where this is the caſe, it is uſual for. the members of each con- 
gregation to form what is called a-Preparative Meeting, becauſe its 
biifinefs is to prepare whatever may occur nn. to be 
aba the Menthly- meeting. | 


Aiſtance from each other. Its bulineſs is to provide * 


5 eee e eee TORT 


viſie the party, and report to the Monthly-meetingz which is di- 


Le EE 00 i 


i068 a ann time to . their conduct, 


FER attention to 1 of 0 and moral 
duty; and to deal with diſorderly members. Monthly 
1 meetings alſo grant to ſuch of their members as re- 
= move into other Monthly-meetings, 
| | Certif cates certificates of their mem ae ad 
Ul Removal. conduct; without which they e 
gain memberſhip in ſuch meetings. Each Monthly 
meeting is required to appoint certain perſons, under 
” the name of Overſeers, who ate to take 
"| Overſeer, ay rules of our'diſcipline be 
put in e and when any caſe of complaint, or 
diſorderly conduct, comes to their knowledge, to ſee 
that private admonition, agreeably to the goſpel . rule 
ebe p be Cw eee, to its ang 


When 2a-caſe-i is e 
Mods of. Uta for a ſmall committee to- 4 
D cal we with appointed to viſit ihe offender, to 
Offenders 4. - endeavour. to convince him of his 
error, and to reh him to forſake and condemn it.“ 
If they ſucceed, the. perſon is by minute declared to 
have made ſatis faction for the offence; is. not, . is 
diſowned as a member of the ſociety. f. „ 


* bie i is Tee . 0 done be. a written ackaowle | a a 0 6gved 
FOOD his is FEE 7 What" bel a | Teftinony: of Denial : which 
© is. a paper reciting the offence, and ſometimes the ſteps which have led 
beef: next; the means unavailingly uſed to reclaim the offender; after - 
| | : © that, a clauſe diſowning him; to which is uſually added an expreſſion 


1 ol defire for his repen ance d d bete 


"Es. 


> 
a 
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Jo diſputes between individuals, it 
| * long been the decided judgmen 
of the ſociety that its members ſhould "007 each other 
at law. It therefore enjoins all to end their differences 
by ſpeedy and impartial arbitration, agreeably to rules 
laid down. If any refuſe to adopt this mode, or, having 


 2rbitration, 


A adopted it, to ſubmit to the award, it is 1s Sn 


- the Yearly-meeting, that ſuch be diſowned. 
7⁰ Monthly- meetings alſo belon 
e allowi 1 of r be for * Marriager. 
en hath always ſcrupled to acknowledge the ex- 
eluſive authority of the prieſts in the ſolemnization of 
marriage, "Thoſe who intend to marry appear: toge- 
ther and propoſe their intention to the Monthly-meet-- 
ing; and if not attended by their parents and guardians, 
produce a written certificate of their conſent, ſigned 
in the preſence of witneſſes. The meeting then ap- 
points a committee to inquire whether they are clear 7 
of other engagements reſpecting marriage; and if at 
Me ſubſequent meeting, to-which the parties alſo come 
and declate the continuance of their intention, no 
objections be reported, they have che meetings con- 


ſent to ſolemnize their intended marriage. This is 


done in a publick meeting for worſhip, towards the 
Cloſe whereof the parties ſtand up, and ſolemnly take 
ach other for huſband and wife. A certificate of the 
proceedings is then publickly read, and ſigned by the 
parties, and afterwards by the relations and - others as 
8. e Of: fack en the Monthly-meeting | 

rl DM 


* 


t „ 


B oY r record; as alſo of the buche 
ene members. A cer- 


Burials.  tificate. of the date, of the name of 


at the birth, is the ſubject of one of theſe laſt - men- 
tioned records ; and an order for the interment; coun- 
terſigned by the grave · maker, of the other. The 

naming of children is without ceremony. Burials 
are alſo conducted in a ſimple manner. The body, 
followed by the relations and friends, is ſometimes,. 
previouſly to interment, carried to a meeting; and 
at the grave a pauſe it generally made ; on both 
which oecaſions it frequently falls but, that one or 
more friends ker have meer mere for the- 
| joenalideret ee part of bd. : 


0 certain DENG reſpeAting-t . cha 
5 ——— 
ings care over them. The acounts thus received, 
are dipeſted into one, which is fent, alſo inthe form of 
| anſwers to Queries, by repreſentatives. to che Vearly- 
| „ maoeting.— Appeals from the judgment 
— _ of Monthly-mbetings, are brought to 
the Quarterly - meetings; whoſe buſineſs alſo it is to 
| al in ary dice cas N . 
* in 


* 
Dt 


the infant; and 66 Ja phone ſigned by thoſe preſent. 


on 42 
in de care of the Monthly-meetings over the indivi- 
duals who compoſe them. 

The Yearly-meeting has the general There 2 arly 
ſuperintendence of the Society in the 
country in which- it is eſtabliſhed 35 
and therefore, as the accounts which it receives di- 
cover the ſtate of inferior meetings, as particular exi- 
gencids require, or as the meeting is impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of duty, it gives forth its advice, makes ſuch- 
regulations as appear to be requiſite, or excites to the 
| obſervance of thoſe: already made; and ſometimes 

appoints committees to viſit thoſe Quarterly-mectings 
which appear to be in need of immediate help. m_ 
peals from the: judgment of Quarterly-meetings are 
here finally determined; and a brotherly ce - 
dence, by epiſtles, is maintained with _— dg a 
meetings. / 
| Tu Gids place 1 toad, PI) Women's © 
as we believe women may be rightly 
called to the work: of the nilaifiry, we Mang 
_ alfo think that to them belongs a ſhare in the ſupport | 
of our Chriſtian diſcipline ; ; and that ſome parts of it, 

wherein their own ſex is conderned, 'devolve on them 
with peculiar propriety. Accordingly they have Month-" - 
I, Quarterly, and Yearly meetings of their own ſex, __ 


* There are ſeven Yearly- -meetings, viz. 1 London, to which. | 
come Repreſentatives from Ireland, 2 New. England, 3 New- Vork, 
4 Pennſylvannia and New Jerſey, 5 Wore 6 Virgin, 7 The 
Carolinas and Georgia. . : 

+ See. che laſt note. 


Meeting. 


. 


: | T 46 3 . 
bedd at the: fame time and i in the ſame place with thoſe 
of the men; but ſeparately, and without the power of 
"nds rules: and it may be remarked that during 
the perſecutions, which in the laſt century occaſioned 
the impriſonment of fo many of the men, the care of 
the poor often fell on the ag _w was EY them 
ſatisfactorily adminiſtered. 
Meeting. 7 of In oder that thoſ: who are in the 
ſituation. of miniſters may have the 
*Miniftc 2 5 tender ſympathy and counſel of thoſe 1 
Elder. 1. ol either ſex, ® who, by their expe- 
rience in the work of religion, are qualified for that 
ſervice; the Monthly- meetings are adviſed to ſelect 
ſuch, under the denomination of Elders. Theſe, and 
Miniſters approved by their Monthly- meetings, + 
have meetings peculiar to themſelves, called Meet- 
' ings of Miniſters and Elders; in which they have 
an opportunity of exciting each other to a diſcharge 
of their ſeveral duties, and of extending advice 
t6 thoſe who may appear to be weak, without any 
en $ expoſure. IT beſe e are e ho 
| 5 IN Fox, 46r, 492. | 
* Thoſe who believe themſelves requued to fpeak i in meetings for | 
pa: are not immediately acknowledged as minitters by their 
Monthly-mectings; but time-is taken for. judgnieat, that the meeting | 
T maay be fatisfied of their-call and qualification. It will alfo ſometimes | 
happen, that ſuch as are not approved, will obtrude theniſelves as 


miniſters, to the grief of their brethren ; but much-forbearance 16 
uſed towards thele, BENE. the e of the e 4s pub 


kickly te fl ified. 
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in the 1 of each Monthly, Quarterly, - my 
Yearly meeting. They are conducted by rules pre- 
ſcribed. by the Vearly- meeting, and have no authority 
to make any alteration or addition to them. The 
members of them unite with their bre hren in tbes 
Meetings for Diſcipline, and are n accountable. 
to the latter for their conduct. | | 
It is to a meeting of this. kind. in 411 

called the Second- day s Morning - meeting, that the 
reviſal of manuſcripts concerning our principles, pre- 
viouſly to publication, is intruſted by the Yearly- 
meeting held in London; and alſo the granting, in 
the intervals of the Vearly- meeting, Ei zficate. a; 
certificates of approbation to ſuch 
miniſters. as are coneerned to travel fo Minifte err. , 
in the work of the miniſtry in foreign parts... When 
a viſit of this kind doth not extend beyond Great 
Britain, a certificate from the Monthly-meeting of 
which the miniſter is. a member is ſufficient; if to 
Ireland, the concurrence of the Qarterl y- meeting is 
alſo required. Regulations of Galaxy heh obtain 
in other Yearly-meetings. 5 1 
The Yearly-meeting of London, i in aha year 3 


appointed a meeting to be held in Meeting for 


that city, for the purpoſe . of advi- Ty 
ſing and affiſtiog i in caſes of ſuffering | 8 offerings. 6. 7 


for conſcience fake, which hath continued with 
_ ule to the ſociety to this day, It is compoſed of | 
friends under the 1 name of Correſpondents, choſen by 


a5 


the Evel Quarterly-meetings and who' reſide in or 
near the city. The ſame meetings alſb appoint mem- 
bers of their own in -the country as correſpondents, 
who are to join their brethren n London on emer- 
gency. The names of all thefe correſpondents, pre- 
viouſly to their being recorded as fach, are ſubmitted 
to the approbation of the Yearly-meeting- Thoſe of 
the men who are approved miniſters are alſo members 
of this meeting, which is ealled the Meeting for 
Sufferings ; ; 4 name ariſing from its original g e 
| which } is not yet become entirely obfolete. 
The Year] y-meeting has intruſted the Meeting for 
Sufferings with the care of prirſting and diſtributing 
books, and with the management of its ſtock*; and 
conſidered as a ſtanding committee of the Yearly- 
meeting, Tt hath a general care of whatever may ariſe, 
during the intervals of that meeting, affecting the 
fociety, and requiring immediate atrention: particu- 
farly of thoſe citeumftances which way Sceahon an 
application to Government. 

There is not in any of the r hk have 55 
been mentioned, any preſident, as we believe that 
Divine Wiſdom alone ought to prefide; nor hath any 
member à richt to claim pre- emimence over the reſt. 
The office of Clerk, with a few e is un- 


* Tbis ig an nnn 4 iy 3 
books houſe· rent for a Clerk, and his wages for keeping records, 


the paſſage of minifters who viſit their brechren beyond rn 2 
n ſmall ine ĩdental charges. ED | 


A 


4ertaken voluntarily by ſome member; as is alſo the 
keeping of the records. Where theſe are very volu- 
| minons, and require a houſe for their depolit, (s is 
the caſe in London, where the general records af the 
Society in Great Britain are kept,).a clerk iis hired to 
have the care of them; but except a ſew clerks of 
| this kind, and perſons who have the care of meeting- 
houſes, none receive any ſtipend or gratuity for their 
ſervices in our religious ſociety. = „„ 
Thus have we given a view of the ; 
foundation and ben of our Concluſion. 
diſcipline, by which it will be ſeen, that it is not (as 
| hath been frequently inſinuated) merely the work of 


modern times; but was the early care and concern 


of our pious predeceſſors. We cannot better cloſe 
this ſhort ſketch of it, than by obſerving, that if the 
exerciſe of diſcipline mould in ſome inſtances appear 
to preſs hard upon thoſe, who, neglecting the moni- 
tions of divine counſel in their hearts, are alſo un- 
willing to be accountzble to their brethren ; yet, if 
that great, leading, and indiſpenſable principle, en- 
joined by our Lord, be obſerved by thoſe who under- 
take to be active in it, Whatloever ye would that 
% men ſhould do to you, do ye even fo to them, * 
it will prevent the cenſure of the church from falling 
on any thing but that which really obſtructs the pro- 
| greſs of Truth. Diſcipline will then promote, in an 
eminent Mags, that love of our neighbour, which is 


5 * Matthew vii. 12 
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No 8 No 1 : 4 \ Diſcourſe, ſhewiag t the- 
Na and Diſcipline of the, Croſs of Chriſt, be. 
By W. Fenn. 8vo. New edition bound * 


Ditto i in French, 2 new Trandation, bs. bound. 


Fruits of Solitude, in Reflections and Maxims, 
relating to the Conduct of Human Life. By Wm. 


Penn. A neat Pocket Volume, Price 28. 6d. Ditto 5 
in F renchy 28. 6d. calf and lettered. | | 


Fruits "af. a Father's Pen being'the 1 . 


Wm. Penn to his Children, TL to A Ell 
and Religious Conduct. 6d. Af | 


Miſcellanies Moral ind Infiruive, f in Proc and : 


Verſe; collected from vatious Authors, for the Uſe 


of Schools, & c. A new Edition, with Additions. 
Two Vols. Price Mr ng) Volume "7 be had 


ſeparate. 


The Fownr of Religion ; on 1 Mind, in Retire- : 
ment, AMiQion, and at the Approach of Death, &c. 
The ſixth . corredted : and much e 
Price 28. bound. 


Piety Pivthoted, 5 in \ Brief Memorials of he virtu- 
ous Lives, Services, and Dying Sayin 2 of ſome of 


By John Tomkins and others ; now reviſ 
by 1 Lena. and placed in the order of time. | 
new edition, 3 vols, * 6d. ſheep TOs: N 6d. Is 
calf ene EY 
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The Way of Life Repelled, and the Way af Death 
-Diſcovered; wherein is declared Man's hap 2 be- 
fore the Fall, his müiſerabſe Eſtate in the Fall, and the 
Way of Reſtoration out of the Fall, into the Image of 
8 again, in which Man was before the Fall. A new 

Edition. Price 6d. By Charles Marſhall. | 


Some Account of the Life and Religions Lee 
Sach Grab. Wich an Appendix, containing an Ac- 
count of Ackworth School, Remarks on Chriſtian Diſei. 

pline, and Extracts from her Letters. ad Edition. 


Orders ſent before the end of 10th month next, wil be 
_ <onſidered @s fubſeriqtions, | and nuill. be ſerwed at 
r. bd. boards, Be Heep, and 88. Gd. calf letrered; 
Aer which time the pnices art A to 8 75 
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Sacred Hiſtory ; or . the Hillocical Part of the Holy 
iptures of the Old and New Teſtamants, digeſted into 
ethod, with Reſpect to Onder of Time and Place. 

5 With Obſervations, tending to illuſtrate ſome Paſſages 
therein.-.. By Themas EJlwood. + In Three large Vols. 
_ Lzmo. Price to Subſcribers 108. 6d. well bound, or 128. 
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The H f the Pes Je called Quakers. - By Win. 
Sewell. The Price to $ubſcribers will be 125, bound in 
Calf and Letteretl. 'To "Non-ſubſcfibers IR 


. Samuel Bownas's Life, in one Volume amo. Pues 
ubſcribers 28. Sheep. ITV r 25-64. 
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